Marquee Mascot Matchup – September 20, 2003
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Michigan Wolverines (3-0)       @           Oregon Ducks (3-0)

Tale of the Tape:

	Wolverine
	
	Duck

	Gulo Gulo
	Scientific Name
	Anas Platyrhynchos (Mallard)

	Forest, Tundra
	Native Habitat
	Pond, Marsh

	30 lbs
	Average Weight
	3 lbs

	Reindeer, moose, birds
	Diet
	Worms, insects, stale bread

	Lots – big, sharp, crush bones
	Teeth
	None – big, round beak

	Only for very short periods
	Flight
	Routine

	None
	Arms
	Two, with wings

	Four, with claws
	Legs
	Two, with webbing

	Fur
	Exterior Protection
	Feathers

	Go ahead, try it
	Eats Out Of Your Hand?
	Yes


Preview:

This one’s gonna come down to who controls the nature of the fight.  The wolverine is an aggressive carnivore that prefers to scavenge, but is also an adept predator.  They’ll try to keep things in a brawl on the ground, where they can utilize their claws, teeth, and sizable weight advantage.  They’ve already notched victories against chippewas, cougars, and Irish leprechauns this season.  However, they’ve not yet faced a flying opponent.  This is the duck’s strength.  The ducks must orchestrate a carefully executed aerial assault that the ground-dwelling carnivores will struggle to match.  They’ve proved they can handle carnivorous mammals, defeating bulldogs, wildcats, and a pack of wolves in recent weeks.  The ducks also hold home pond advantage.  The only problem is that with predicted 70 degree, partly cloudy conditions at kickoff, there’s no pond.  The ducks can still use local knowledge of wind patterns and shadows to their advantage.  To counter, the wolverines must strike early, wounding wings and thereby the aerial game.

Outlook:

This year’s wolverines are fierce and tenacious.  Ducks will put up a flight, but the wolverines will wear them down to the ground.  Once the ducks tire or lose the capability to fly, call the pillow man, ‘cause there’s gonna be feathers.

Wolverines, 35-24
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